Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
Meeting of the Council to be held on Tuesday 31st October 2023
  at Llanymynech Village Hall immediately following 

the Joint Meeting with Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council
A G E N D A

1. Apologies for Absence. 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 26th September 2023 (previously circulated)
4    
Matters arising from the minutes.
5    
Finance

5.1.    
Current position
5.2.
Half yearly financial statement
5.3.
Approval of Payments

6
Planning 
7
Other matters

7.1.
Montgomery Canal restoration project
7.2.
Social media activity for the Council
 

7.3.
Donation request – Wales Air Ambulance Charity
7.4
Donation Request – St. Agatha’s Church Clock
8.
Amenities
8.1.
Walls Bridge Playground and football field
9
Highways and Byways

9.1
Road repairs, verges & potholes
9.2
Chapel Lane
9.3
Cae Haidd,
9.4
Salt bins
10.
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1
Burial Board

10.2
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall

10.4
CHC Meeting

11.
Correspondence

11.1
For decision
11.2
To note.
12
Any other business
13
To confirm the date for the next meeting 
Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
PAPERS FOR THE 

MEETING OF CARREGHOFA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Tuesday 31st October 2023
Item 4  Matters Arising from the minutes

4.1 
Winter Warm Bank (Ref min 4.2.)

4.2
Village Hall governing document (Ref min 7.3)  - C. Cllr Arwel Jones
4.3
New speed limits (Wern) Ref Min 12.3)  - C. Cllr Arwel Jones
Item 5.
  Finance report
5.1.
Current position

The Council’s accounts as at Thursday 21st September 2023 were as follows:-

Deposit account: 
£ 15578.84
Current account:  
£ 1364.94
Pension account   
£ 73.75
5.2
Half Yearly financial Statement
Carreghofa Community Council

Statement of Accounts for the half year of 2023 / 2024

1st April 2023 – 30th September 2023

INCOME

	Item
	Budget
	Budget 
	Actual
	Variance
	Notes 

	 
	 
	to date
	 
	 
	 

	Precept
	11460
	7640.00
	7640.00
	0
	1

	Repayment of VAT
	500
	250.00
	1039.26
	789.26
	2

	Miscellaneous
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Interest
	15
	7.50
	111.17
	103.67
	3

	From Reserves
	7430
	0
	0
	0
	

	TOTAL
	19405
	7897.50
	8790.43
	892.93
	


EXPENDITURE

	Item
	Budget
	Budget 
	Actual
	Variance
	 Notes

 

	 
	 
	to date
	 
	 
	

	Insurance
	800
	800.00
	871.54
	71.54
	4

	Salaries
	5885
	2942.50
	2754.00
	-118.50
	5

	Administration
	0
	0
	68.00
	0
	6

	Audit
	900
	450.00
	709.00
	259.00
	7

	Grounds maintenance
	3250
	1625.00
	1454.20
	-170.80
	8

	Pension Fund
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Membership of Outside Bodies
	120
	0
	0
	0
	

	Capital Projects
	5000
	0
	0
	0
	

	Election Expenses
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Donations
	2000
	1000.00
	82.00
	-918.00
	9

	Petty Cash
	50
	0
	0
	0
	

	Rents
	400
	200.00
	80.00
	-120.00
	10

	Training
	100
	0
	0
	0
	

	Expenses (travel etc.)  Staff
	100
	0
	0
	0
	

	Expenses (travel etc.) Councillors
	100
	0
	0
	0
	

	Web-site
	600
	300.00
	0
	0
	11

	Miscellaneous
	100
	50.00
	30.80
	-24.20
	12

	Payroll Management
	450
	0
	0
	0
	13

	TOTAL
	19888
	7367.50
	6049.54
	-1390.96
	


BANK  RECONCILIATION

	Deposit Account as at 1st April 2023
	13828.24

	Current Account as at 1st April 2023
	1055.21

	Pension Account as at 1st April 2023
	72.99

	Total in Bank as at 1st April 2023
	14956.51

	 
	

	Income as at 30th September 2023
	8790.43

	Expenditure as at 30th September 2023
	6049.54

	Income / expenditure
	2740.89

	Less cheques unpresented
	

	 
	

	Deposit Account as at  30th September 2023
	16578.84

	Current Account as at 30th September 2023
	1044.93

	Pension Account as at 30th September 2023
	73.63

	Total in Bank as at 30th September 2023
	17697.40


  Petty Cash held  -  £13.00

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT

General Statement

The amounts shown for some Budget Heads are ½  of the total for the year. In other cases the amount reflects the expected position to the 30th September e.g. we have only a single insurance payment  which is, therefore, shown as the full year amount
The following notes follow the numbering in the accounts:-

1. Precept: Two instalments have been paid of £7640.00
2. VAT: £1039.26 – payment for the year 2022/23. This was larger than expected due to VAT reclaimed on a capital project (Picnic tables)

3. Interest: Deposit Account £110.60, Pension Account £0.57
4. Insurance: Premium for 2023/24 £871.54

5. Salaries: Clerk’s salary £2203.20, PAYE: £550.80

6. Administration; £68.00 printing of leaflets for Community Council awareness campaign.

7. Audit: External Audit £709.00, This refers to 2 payments for the external audits of 2020 & 2021.

8. Clive Heaton (maintenance contract) £1274.20; RoSPA Inspection £180.00

9. Donations: £82.00 Maintenance contribution for St. Agatha’s Clock

10. Rent: Rent for Council meetings at Llanymynech Village Hall £80.00

11. An invoice from TEEC (£583.19) was approved at the September meeting but not paid until 4th October and will show in the ¾ Statement.

12. Miscellaneous:  Bank Charges £25.80

13. Payroll management. This heading was not included in the budget, it being subsumed into the salaries heading, but the internal auditor recommended that it be shown as a separate item.
Council is asked to approve the Half Yearly Statement

5.3.
Approval of Payments

JDH Business Service – Internal Audit fee £348.00
External Audit fee 2021 – 22  - £275.00

Clive Heaton – Grounds maintenance contract 3rd Quarter - £637.10 
Council is asked to approve the above payments
5.4. Dual Invoices - Correspondence with TEEC - Item for discussion
At the end of |September I received two invoices (nos. 4637 & 4648) from TEEC both for the same web-site services. I replied as follows:-

Thank you for you email.

I can confirm that I have received and paid Invoice no 4648. However, I have not received a copy of Invoice 4647.

This invoice will now have to be presented to the Community Council at its next meeting which takes place on Tuesday 31st October 2023.

Before doing so I should be grateful to receive your comments on the following points:-

1. Invoice 4647 refers to the period Aug 23 - Aug 24 while invoice 4648 refers to 2023 / 2024; essentially the same period.

2. Invoice 4647 for 12 months website hosting including all standard TEEC security features and services,  charges £120.00 whereas invoice 4648 for exactly the same services charges £432.00

3. Both invoices charge £5.99 for the transfer of the Domain. Transfer /purchase . org.uk domain.

4. Both invoices charge £48.00 for the automatic planning feature

5. Invoice 4647 refers to c_backshall@hotmail.com   Mrs. Backshall was our link to TEEC prior to her resigning from the Community Council in 2022.

Invoice 4648 refers to me, Michael Donkin, Clerk to the Council clerk@carreghofacc.org.uk 

This is, presumably, why I did not receive Invoice 4647 as it would have gone to Mrs Backshall's email address. It does leave open the question as to why you have submitted two separate invoices for the same services but that one of them (4647) totals £312.00 less than the other. 

At its last meeting some councillors questioned the amount asked for by Invoice 4648. 

I await your explanations and, as Invoice 4648 has been paid a reimbursement of the difference between the two invoices.

Michael Donkin

Clerk to the Council.

I received the following reply.

Good Morning Michael,

 

Thank you for your response. We have investigated here and it appears that INV-4647 is for the standard package which you have since upgraded to premium.
Therefore INV-4647 should have not been raised. I apologise for this oversight and I have cancelled this invoice.
Please can you do the same at your end?

 

Once again, please accept our apologies.

 

Thank you

 

Zdena

The question remains as to whether the additional features are worth an extra £312 per annum.
6.
Planning

There are no planning applications for consideration this month.
7
Other Matters
7.1. 
Montgomery Canal Development Project 
7.1.1. Verbal Update
7.1.2 Canal Adoptions.


Following notification on the Council’s Facebook page there has been a good response. Most of these are supportive but a number of questions have been posed which require discussion.

Questions:-

· "Will the council provide tools to be used - strimmers, brush cutters etc..?"

· What is the position with the Levelling Up monies granted in 2021 - when will we see evidence of that £14m or £16m started to be used.... ?? And helping our Tourism into Powys through our wonderful Canal infrastructure & Canal Walks/Bike Rides?"

· "What are the financial implications of these options?"

· "Who would be legally responsible if it was taken on? If someone hurt themselves on this part of the canal would we be liable ?"

· " Which stretch of the canal is being considered? We live at Maerdy and would be happy to assist with a bit of path/hedge maintenance down our end 

General Comments

· "We would support this proposal though our physical contribution would be limited, however we already do pick up  litter (& other folks dog waste) on a regular basis."

· "Between the school and the top locks stretch is a disgrace."

Cllr Savage has made the following observations:-

There were a lot of questions asked that I think would need answers to before we make any more progress with this. Although it might seem popular we would need people to commit before agreeing to it. 

Although a different thing, Alice (Alice Bond, Chair: Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council) arranged working parties to clear footpaths in Pant & Llanymynech Parish. She had people commit to the work at meetings initially so she knew she definitely had the support but this was done alongside Shropshire Council so not as much of a commitment.

Some of the people in support were also from outside of our community area, so I would doubt their commitment when they realised we are looking in our area.

Council is asked to decide how it wishes to proceed in this matter.
7.2.
Social media activity for the Council
 
Verbal update (IP)

7.3.
Donation Request Wales Air Ambulance Charity
The following has been received from the Wales Air Ambulance Charity:-
At Wales Air Ambulance, our mission is to deliver lifesaving advanced medical care to people across Wales whenever and wherever they need it. We are on standby 24/7, 365 days a year and in 2022 we attended 3368 missions, with 264 in your region of Powys. Like all charities, we are feeling the impact of the global increase in the cost of goods and services. As a result, the amount required to deliver our lifesaving service has risen significantly, and we need your help. We need to raise £11.2 million to keep our helicopters in the air and rapid response vehicles on the road. 
With your support, we are able to help those who are critically ill or injured. This includes people like David, who whilst getting ready for bed suffered a cardiac arrest and was left fighting for his life. Wales Air Ambulance was dispatched and provided emergency department-standard treatments in his home. Our onboard medics gave David a general anaesthetic and placed him on a ventilator to breathe for him. This course of treatment not only saved David’s life but also protected his brain from long-term injury. 
Speaking about David’s treatment, our Patient Liaison Nurse Jo Yeoman said: “The procedure is delicate, complex and time-critical. It is only possible outside of a hospital environment through the Wales Air Ambulance and the fact that we have experienced consultants on board. David had the best possible care before reaching the specialists at hospital.” Following his recovery, David said: “I am forever grateful to the Wales Air Ambulance Charity and I really appreciate everything they’ve done for me. If it wasn’t for them, I wouldn’t be here.” 
You may be aware of the ongoing independent review of our NHS medical partners, the Emergency Medical Retrieval and Transfer Service. They supply the advanced medics who work on our helicopters and rapid response vehicles. The review is being conducted by the Chief Ambulance Services Commissioner for Wales and its aim is simple – to see if we can improve our service for your communities and those across the whole of Wales. Therefore, we can promise you that, whatever the outcome of the Commissioner's review, our commitment to you remains as strong as ever. 
Please help us to continue saving lives in your community by considering us for a community or town council grant. No matter how big or small, your donation will help to save lives. 
Yours sincerely, 
Hannah Mitchell Grants and Trusts Fundraiser 
Council is asked to decide if it wishes to make a donation and, if yes, the amount to be given.
7.4
Donation Request  -  St. Agatha’s Church Clock

The following has been received from the Assistant Treasurer of St. Agatha’s Parochial Church Council.
Dear Mr Donkin,

I would be most grateful if you could include the 

above item on the agenda for your next council meeting.

In the past you have very kindly made a donation towards the maintenance of the clock and a further contribution this year would be very welcome.

St. Agatha's is struggling to survive financially and we need all the help we can get.

Yours sincerely,

Pam Sevant ( Asst. Treasurer).

A donation was made to St. Agatha’s on 5th May 2023 in the sum of £82.00. However, no donation was made for the year 2022/23 presumably as discussion was in progress on supporting the financing of the complete restoration of the clock and, therefore, the donation already made in this financial year may be taken as a late payment for 2022/23.

Council is asked to decide if it wishes to make a donation and, if yes, the amount to be given.

Item 8
Amenities

Walls Bridge Playground and Football Field

8.1.
Football Field.
Following the last meeting the Council’s grounds maintenance contractor has been asked to initiate more frequent grass cuts.

He has also sent the following regarding renovation of the pitch:-

To increase the grass cuts on Carreghofa Field to a weekly cut would increase the current contract cost by about £600 subject to a price review next spring.

Renovation work on the field I estimate to be starting at around £3000 going up to £6000 if top dressing was included. That is without any fencing work or moving the goals.
The Football Association and other sports bodies can offer advice on funding or I know Morton CC accessed funding from local sources.
I hope this is of use?
Regards,  Clive.

To date, no meeting has been arranged with the Football Club.
Council is asked how it wishes to proceed in this matter.

Item 9

Highways and Byways    

9.1.
Road Repairs & Potholes

9.1.1.  
Verbal update
9.1.2.
Salt Bins

The following has been received from Mrs D. Cavill, a resident on Pen-y-Foel (ex Carreghofa councillor):-


Two bins have been tipped over and one now stolen. One by the lay-by below Fiona's(Cllr James)  that's been stolen salt laying on the ground and one on the other side above Breidden 


[image: image1][image: image2.png]



[image: image3.png]



9.2
Chapel Lane
Verbal Update
9.3.
Cae Haidd,
Verbal update
9.4.
Dolphin Car Park

A message on the Council’s Facebook page stated:-
Can you confirm who owns the public car park in the village. I realise that some of the parking spaces are reserved for customers of the Dolphin but does this allow them to close off the whole of the car park on a Saturday evening?

 

If part belongs to the council, how can the Dolphin tell everyone the car park was closed all last night for a private function!

As far as is known the County Council still retains the lease on that part of the car park for which it is responsible, therefore, presumably, the County Council should be taking this matter up with the new owners of the Dolphin inn.
Item 10 
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1.
Burial Board

10.2 
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall

10.4.
Montgomeryshire Local Committee Meeting of the Powys Community Health Council
Item 12 Correspondence
11.1
For Decision
There is no correspondence requiring a decision
11.2.
To note
Council is asked to note the following e-mails circulated to councillors since the last meeting.
	From
	Date
	Subject

	One Voice Wales
	4th October
	Training Dates October

	Welsh Government via OVW
	4th October
	Scrutiny of Draft Budget

	Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Services
	4th October
	New Partnership to Increase the Number of Lifesaving Public Access Defibrillators

	Wales Local Places for Nature Capital fund
	4th October
	Invitation for applications

	Play Wales
	4th October
	Children & young people report

	One Voice Wales
	4th October
	Air Ambulance

	Powys County Council
	4th October
	Planning Decision Notice

	Russell George MS
	4th October
	October newsletter

	Powys Green Guide
	16th October
	Powys Community Action

	One Voice Wales
	16th October
	Second Phase of Wales Air Ambulance Service Engagement to Take Place in October 

	Smart Towns Cymru
	16th October
	October newsletter

	One Voice Wales
	17th  October
	Training Dates October / November / December

	One Voice Wales
	17th October
	Powys Community & Town Councils  – Biodiversity grants available

	Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council
	24th October
	Agenda and papers for meeting on 26th October

	One Voice Wales
	24th October
	Remote event with SLCC – 8th November

	Play Wales
	24th October
	Welsh Government response to ministerial review of play

	Powys County Council
	26th October
	Road closures for Remembrance Day parades

	Play Wales
	26th October
	October e bulletin


Item 13.
Any other business from councillors
Item 14. 
Date of the next meeting  
Tuesday 28th November at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall (Budget setting meeting)
6

